
     With a charge to understand and research the religious divide in Salt 
Lake City, a group of diverse Honors students developed a pilot program 
that gave youth an interfaith experience during their formative years, 
showing the value of interfaith cooperation and communication when 
confronting differences with peers. The team wanted the program to be 
simple enough to be easily replicated by other groups seeking to break 
down religious barriers that divide communities. A film editor docu-
mented their efforts, and they presented the film to the community at 
an event in the Fine Arts Museum. 

     Early in the year, Reverend France Davis of the Calvary Baptist 
Church and Reverend Frederick Quinn of the All Saints Episcopal Church 
provided a foundation of religious understanding to help the students 
plan their project.  “These students were excited about the idea of work-
ing with youth who are at a critical age for making decisions about relig-
ion,” Reverend Davis said.  “The project was interactive and participa-
tory, allowing our nine Honors students and the young people to work 
together toward bridging the religious gap.” 

     The Think Tank hosted two community building events focused on 
improving religious understanding.  A recruitment committee researched 
the religious composition of the community and identified 60 youth, age 
11-14, from diverse religious populations who agreed to participate in 
the project, with the approval of their parents and religious leaders.  
Two graduate students from the U Department of Parks and Recreation 
created team-building activities, designed to help the young people get 
to know each other, build a sense of unity and promote discussion.   
Many of the youth indicated that they had never spoken so openly and 
deeply about religion with other people their own age.  During dialogue 
sessions, the youth asked questions and participated openly in a reli-
gious discussion.  Although some were apprehensive, most participants 
learned that questions asked respectfully and in the right context helped 
them overcome the mystery and confusion that fear of the unknown 
often brings. 
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   “Growing up in Salt Lake as a 
Muslim, I have personally experi-
enced (a religious) divide first 
hand. The age we chose for our 
participants is ideal because the 
walls have not yet been put up 
and distinct ideas of what other 
religions are like have not yet 
completely been formed.  This 
project showed the youth that 
no such thing needs to happen.” 
  

 -Homayoun Hejazi 
  Think Tank Member 

 
   “This model we have created 
to help bridge the religious di-
vide through the youth of our 
community should be developed 
and adopted by other organiza-
tions.  The issue of the religious 
divide is present in every com-
munity.  I hope that the initiative 
we have taken to bring this issue 
forward will not stop here.” 
 

 -Erin Reed 
  Think Tank Member 


