
     Wind the clock back far enough and all of 
our families were immigrants.  Integrating 
immigrants is far from easy; ask the 
Goshutes in Utah or the Irish in Boston.  To-
day, however, seems to be a particularly dif-
ficult time because of the increasing num-
bers of immigrants, because the immigrants 
are predominantly poor, and because many 
of them have evaded restrictions on immi-
gration in America. 
 

     The Honors Think Tank on Immigration, 
a group of 11 interdisciplinary Honors stu-
dents and two faculty mentors, sought to 
understand the immigration dilemma and to 
do something to help inform the debate in 
Utah.  The Think Tank team researched his-
tory, legislation, economic impacts, the me-
dia, and the process of becoming a legal 
resident of the United States.  They travelled 
to Mexico, and spent a week immersed in 
communities that are struggling with immi-
gration related challenges on the other side 
of the border.  English major Anna Thomp-
son considered herself euro-centric prior to 
their visit. “The trip was not only a defining 
moment in my collegiate career, but also an 
eye-opening experience in terms of my world 
view,” she said. “Now the debate is painfully 
real and sometimes painfully personal.” 

 

“The U. students understand the 
issues that divide America on this 
topic.  They understand the obsta-
cles that have to be overcome be-
fore solutions are found.  Our hope 
is that state lawmakers, educators 
and others will use this valuable 
guide as a resource for understand-
ing what really is at stake.” 
 
-Deseret Morning News editorial 
  May 16, 2007 
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   As a final project and gift to the commu-
nity, the team published “Immigration in 
Context: A Resource Guide for Utah.” Dis-
seminated to policy makers, legislators, edu-
cators, community organizations and citi-
zens, the guide presents an unbiased view of 
immigration, focusing on facts while present-
ing the human side of the issue as well. It 
contains a section that outlines agencies and 
resources for immigrants in Salt Lake City. 
Many local news stations covered the press 
conference releasing the guide, and several 
columnists and editorials commented on the 
“marvelous little guide” that will inform and 
expand the immigration debate in the state 
of Utah. 


